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It is a fascinating moment
for Indian cinema. While
acts of machismo still dom-
inate the screen, Indian
�lms and �lm industries
are breaking out of their in-
grained androcentrism. 

Across regions and lan-
guages, artists and direc-
tors — via nuanced, sensi-
tive and lyrical
explorations of the female
experience — are broaden-
ing the boundaries of sto-
rytelling. And while wo-
men �lmmakers and
actors are at the forefront
of this change, some of
these �lms are also beauti-
fully helmed by male direc-
tors and writers, tran-
scending biases linked
with artistic endeavour.

For The Hindu Huddle,
internationally acclaimed

actor-turned-�lmmaker
Nandita Das (Manto, Zwi-
gato), powerhouse per-
former Shahana Goswami
(Santosh, Despatch) and vi-
sionary director-screenw-
riter Jeo Baby (The Great
Indian Kitchen, Kaathal -
The Core) will sit down to
discuss the many shades of
womanhood and feminine
power on screen. 

The session — “The fe-
male gaze: Rede�ning ci-
nema on the global stage”

— will be moderated by Shi-
lajit Mitra, �lm critic of The
Hindu. The Huddle, a mar-
quee event of The Hindu
Group, is to be held in Ben-
galuru on May 9 and 10.

Various topics
The speakers will delve in-
to how the �lm industry,
long shaped by patriarchal
hierarchies, has, over time,
seen women break bar-
riers and assert their voice.
But while women-led nar-

ratives are celebrated, is
parity and acceptance be-
ing achieved? The discus-
sion will also address is-
sues of censorship and
self-censorship. Films
steeped in the politics of
liberation — social, physi-
cal, sexual — often come
under intense societal
scrutiny. What, then, are
the challenges of bringing
these narratives to a wider
audience? 

Finally, the conversa-
tion will consider the rising
global recognition of gen-
der-sensitive cinema out of
India. Even as soft power
narratives dominate, how
is an alternative view of In-
dian cinema reaching the
world?

If you have any ques-
tions that you would like
our moderator to ask the
panellists, write to us at
huddle@thehindu.co.in

The Hindu Huddle to have a discussion on 
the many shades of womanhood on screen 

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

Union Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan on Wed-
nesday questioned the
Congress’s record on con-
ducting a caste count. 

He asserted that its lea-
dership — particularly
Leader of the Opposition
in the Lok Sabha Rahul
Gandhi — must �rst ac-
count for the party’s inac-
tion during previous re-
gimes before claiming
credit for the recent move
by the Union government.

Addressing a press con-
ference, Mr. Chouhan al-
leged that the Opposition
alliance, including the
Congress, was engaged in a
“rat race” to take credit for
a decision made by the Un-

ion government.
“When in power, they

did not carry out a caste
census. But now, sitting in
the Opposition, they are
clamouring for it. Rahulji
must answer why succes-
sive Congress governments
failed to implement such a
census,” Mr. Chouhan said.
He further claimed that
former Prime Ministers

from the Congress had op-
posed the idea of a caste-
based census.

Citing the assurances gi-
ven by former Prime Minis-
ter Manmohan Singh in
Parliament, Mr. Chouhan
said a group of Ministers
was constituted to exa-
mine the matter, but a
caste census was ultimate-
ly not conducted. Instead,
the Congress-led UPA go-
vernment had carried out
the Socio-Economic and
Caste Census in 2011,
which, according to Mr.
Chouhan, was marred by
inaccuracies. 

He said that the pro-
posed caste count would
be carried out in a transpa-
rent manner, ensuring that
all sections of society are
taken into consideration.

Opposition engaged in a 
rat race to take credit for
govt.’s decision: Chouhan
Mehul Malpani
BHOPAL

Shivraj Singh Chouhan

T
he Union Cabinet’s
decision to pro-
ceed with caste en-

umeration as part of the
decadal Census exercise
has potentially weakened a
signi�cant Opposition
plank, while also re�ecting
the BJP-led government’s
calculations regarding the
identi�cation of both do-
minant and dominated
communities within the
caste framework and its
potential future
implications.

The Congress had been
demanding a caste census
for some time, and such ex-
ercises had been an-
nounced in Congress-ruled
States, including Karnata-
ka and Telangana, where
surveys have reportedly
been completed. Prime Mi-

nister Narendra Modi has
previously spoken of four
categories he described as
marginalised in Indian so-
ciety: youth, women, the
poor, and farmers. The is-
sue has the potential to be
signi�cant in the upcoming
polls in Bihar.

Announcing the Union
government’s decision, In-
formation and Broadcast-
ing Minister Ashwini Vaish-
naw referenced attempts
by State governments led
by the Congress or other
Opposition parties, stating

some had conducted such
exercises well, while oth-
ers had “created doubts in
society”. He added that the
decision to include caste
enumeration in the deca-
dal Census would “streng-
then the social and eco-
nomic structure of our
society”.

While there are imme-
diate political considera-
tions including neutralis-
ing an important
Opposition plank, the
move has other, longer-
term implications.

Speaking to The Hindu,
political scientist Badri Na-
rayan, author of a biogra-
phy of Bahujan Samaj Par-
ty founder Kanshi Ram,
said the enumeration of
castes within the Census
exercise would likely lead
to the emergence of new
identities and aspirations.
He elaborated that this as-
sertion of the marginalised
might initially occur sepa-
rately but would ultimately
coalesce into larger
groups, opening avenues
for new political negotia-
tions, coalitions, and party
politics.

“Assertions, ruptures
and similar developments
will happen, opening the
space for political negotia-
tion,” Mr. Narayan said. 

He added that caste en-
umeration would lead to
“the identi�cation of both
the dominant and the
dominated, which will
have a positive e�ect in
terms of targeting welfare.” 

The experience of the
Congress in Karnataka,
where dominant commun-
ities such as the Vokkaligas
and Lingayats have raised
issues about the State-wide
caste survey, serves as a
case in point. 

The government, for its
part, also highlighted re-
servation for the Economi-
cally Weaker Sections
(EWS) among the general
category as part of its aim
for welfare for all sections
“without causing stress in
any section of society”, po-
tentially addressing con-
cerns that may arise
among upper castes.

Political scientist Ash-
wani Kumar observed,
“The narrative pushed by
the government therefore
is not for fragmentation
but for harmony through
power sharing.” He said it
would be a golden oppor-
tunity for better power-
sharing and for deepening
democracy.

Caste count seen as a strategic 
move to weaken Opposition plank

The Congress had been demanding a caste count and such

exercises had been announced in Congress-ruled States. FILE PHOTO 

The announcement, which comes ahead of the Bihar Assembly polls, has longer-term implications too; the outcome is

likely to open avenues for new political negotiations, coalitions, and party politics as well as emergence of new aspirations

Nistula Hebbar
NEW DELHI

NEWS ANALYSIS

In a rare moment of convergence, the Opposi-
tion and the ruling alliance partners from Ut-
tar Pradesh and Bihar are celebrating with
equal gusto the Centre’s decision to conduct
caste count along with the decadal Census. 

Both the Samajwadi Party and the Rashtri-
ya Janata Dal have claimed victory for them-
selves, with former Uttar Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter Akhilesh Yadav claiming that the decision
is a result of “collective pressure”, while the
Leader of the Opposition in the Bihar As-
sembly Tejashwi Yadav termed it an “ideolog-
ical victory”. “Only an honest Census will en-
sure that every caste receives its rightful share
and rights proportional to its population,” Mr.
Akhilesh added.

RJD chief Lalu Prasad in a post on social
media platform X in Hindi said that “socialist
ideas, once dismissed or ridiculed” are even-
tually adopted by mainstream political forces.
“What we socialists proposed 30 years ago —
be it reservation, caste census, equality, fra-
ternity, secularism — others take decades to
follow. There is still a long way to go,” he said. 

He said that the �rst caste-based survey in
India was successfully carried out in Bihar un-
der the Mahagathbandhan government. 

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar com-
mended the decision. “Conducting a caste
census will help determine the population of
di�erent sections, which will facilitate the for-
mulation of plans for their uplift and develop-
ment. This will accelerate the country’s deve-
lopment,” he said.

Lok Janshakti Party (Ramvilas) leader Chi-
rag Paswan said the government has neutral-
ised the Opposition with this move.

NDA partners and
Opposition celebrate
Centre’s decision to
conduct caste count 

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

Welcoming what he de-
scribed as a “sudden an-
nouncement” of a nation-
wide caste count, Leader
of the Opposition in the
Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi
on Wednesday demanded
a timeline for the exercise. 

He urged the Centre to
remove the 50% cap on re-
servations and ensure quo-
tas in private educational
institutions under Article
15 (5) of the Constitution.

Mr. Gandhi asserted that
the Congress’s pressure on
the government worked,
but was quick to add that
caste count should not be
like the women’s reserva-
tion law without a speci�c
timeline. 

“This was our model, I
am glad they have adopted
it but what we want is that
we are given the dates by
when this will be done and
there should be budgetary
provision for this,” Mr.
Gandhi said at a press con-

ference here. 
He said the Centre

should follow the Telanga-
na census model and of-
fered help to the Centre to
design a similar model. “In
Telangana, the questions
have been developed by a
process of consultation,
not a closed but an open
process. We want like the
national census to follow
some of the ideas and we
would be more than happy
to help the government de-
velop the national census
on similar lines,” he said.

Mr. Gandhi, who has
been demanding a caste

count for the past two
years, claimed that the
50% cap on reservations
was “becoming an impedi-
ment to the progress of
backward castes, Dalits
and Adivasis and and it
needs to be demolished”.
Calling the caste census as
a new paradigm of deve-
lopment, he said, “We
want to go beyond the
caste census and under-
stand what is the participa-
tion of 90% of our popula-
tion in the power structure
of country. And we want to
give them access to
power”.

On Pahalgam attack 
Mr. Gandhi also used the
brie�ng to address Prime
Minister Narendra Modi di-
rectly, and said those in-
volved in the Pahalgam ter-
ror attack must pay a price. 

“Whoever they are,
wherever they are, they
have to pay for it and they
have to pay for it properly,
not in some half-hearted
way,” he said. 

Rahul welcomes ‘sudden
announcement’ of caste
count, demands timeline
Sandeep Phukan
NEW DELHI

Rahul Gandhi 
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The Centre should make a
time-bound commitment re-
garding the caste census and
chalk out Budget provisions
for the same, Rahul Gandhi,
Leader of the Opposition
and Congress MP, said on
Wednesday.

“We see the caste census
as a new paradigm of devel-
opment in the country,” said
Gandhi, who was speaking at
a press conference in New
Delhi. 

His comments came hours
after the BJP-led NDA gov-
ernment made an announce-
ment approving caste enu-
meration in the country’s

upcoming national Census.
This would be the first time
since Independence that

caste enumeration would
happen. According to
Gandhi, the Congress feels

there is a “Telangana model”
which can be adopted at the
national level, and the party
is willing to “handhold the
Centre” in designing the
Central caste census. 

The blueprint for Telan-
gana had been created after a
thorough stakeholder con-
sultation and has “granular
level information”. This is in
sharp contrast to the Bihar
model. 

ON CAP OF 50%

“We also need to see the rep-
resentation of OBCs, Dalits,
and the caste-wise participa-
tion in the power structure
and in institutions of India,”
he said. 

“We want a people’s
census, not a bureaucratic

census,” Gandhi added. “We
want mass census, open tech
census and it should be de-
signed accordingly.”

According to him, there
exist laws that allow reserva-
tion in private educational
institutions. These laws, he
said, have to be implemented
by the Centre. 

Gandhi also said that a cap
of 50 per cent reservation
was “holding back develop-
ment” and “this has to be
done away with now.” 

“We have been building
opinion at the grassroot level
on having a caste census. And
we welcome the Centre’s
move to take into considera-
tion our long standing de-
mand,” the Leader of the Op-
position said. 

Cong willing to handhold Centre in
designing caste census: Rahul Gandhi
BLUEPRINT. Congress leader hails govt’s move to conduct a caste census, pushes for ‘Telangana model’

Our Bureau
New Delhi

HANDS ON. Leader of the Opposition Rahul Gandhi addressed
a press conference at the All India Congress Committee o�ce in
New Delhi on Wednesday SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP 

India, Norway discuss
execution of EFTA pact

New Delhi: India and Norway on
Wednesday discussed the
implementation of the
India-EFTA free trade
agreement, which was signed in
March last year to boost
economic ties. The European
Free Trade Association (EFTA)
members are Iceland,
Liechtenstein, Norway, and
Switzerland. PTI

QUICKLY.

HPCL, ADNOC ink first
LNG trading supply deal

New Delhi: Hindustan
Petroleum Corporation has
signed an LNG trading supply
agreement with ADNOC
Trading, trader of crude
oil, LNG and other products.
This is a significant step,
fostering energy security and
sustainability, stated the
State-run oil marketing firm.
OUR BUREAU

After a delay of almost one
month, the Income Tax De-
partment on Wednesday no-
tified return forms — ITR-1
(SAHAJ) and ITR-4
(SUGAM) — for the assess-
ment year 2025-26 (financial
year 2024-25).

The due date for filing re-
turns by individuals and en-
tities, whose accounts are
not subject to audit, is July
31, 2025.

Income earned between
April 1, 2024, and March 31,
2025, will be reported using
these forms.

The latest ITR-1 and ITR-4
forms include sections for
taxpayers to disclose capital
gains of up to ₹1.25 lakh in-
come under Section 112A,
provided there are no
brought-forward or carry-
forward losses under the
capital gains head.

ITR-1 needs to be filed by
individuals with total in-
come of up to ₹50 lakh. 

The income should in-
clude salary/pension, income
from one house property
(excluding cases where a loss
is brought forward from pre-
vious years), or income from
other sources (excluding
winnings from lottery and
income from racehorses).

LTCG INCLUDED

Individuals filing this form
should have long-term cap-
ital gains income of up to
₹1.25 lakh (with no brought-
forward or carry-forward
capital losses).

ITR-4 is applicable only to
resident assessees like indi-
viduals, Hindu Undivided
Families (HUFs), and part-
nership firms (other than
limited liability partnership
firms), whose income in-
cludes: Residents with total
income of up to ₹50 lakh,
business income under pre-
sumptive taxation, profes-
sional income under pre-
sumptive taxation, and
income from salary or pen-
sion must. 

According to Sandeep
Jhunjhunwala, Tax Partner

at Nangia Andersen LLP,
Section 112A of the IT Act
provides for the taxation of
long-term capital gains
arising from the transfer of
equity shares in a company,
units of an equity-oriented
fund, or units of a business
trust, where securities trans-
action tax has been paid on
the acquisition, transfer, or
both, as provided in the sec-
tion. 

Hitherto, salaried indi-
viduals with income under
the head “capital gains” were
required to file Form ITR-2
even when the capital gains
were exempted by virtue of
the threshold limit pre-
scribed under Section 112A,
resulting in elaborate dis-
closure requirements, in-
cluding information about
the accrual or receipt of cap-
ital gains, details of securit-
ies, and so forth.

BUSINESS INCOME

Jhunjhunwala explained,
“This inconvenience is re-
duced with the new Form
ITR-1 for AY26, which incor-
porates a small section for
reporting long-term capital
gains income on which tax is
not payable by virtue of the
exemption limit provided in
Section 112A. 

“However, in cases where
the taxpayer earns long-term
capital gains under Section
112A in excess of ₹1,25,000,
or where the taxpayer earns
any other long-term capital
gains other than those tax-
able under Section 112A, or
earns short-term capital
gains, or has carried forward
or brought forward capital
losses, or derives income
from any combination of the
above, the salaried individual
would have to resort to Form
ITR-2 for filing the return of
income.”

A similar change has been
made to Form ITR-4, which
applies to taxpayers opting
for presumptive taxation for
their business income. 

The new ITR-4 Form for
AY26 subsumes the report-
ing of long-term capital gains
subject to tax under Section
112A of the IT Act, within the
limit of ₹1.25 lakh.

I-T Dept notifies ITR-1,
ITR-4 forms for FY25

Shishir Sinha
New Delhi

ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS. Income earned between April 1,
2024, and March 31, 2025, will be reported using these forms 

Rail Vikas Nigam Ltd
(RVNL) is eyeing nearly 25
per cent of its turnover com-
ing from international pro-
jects over the next three
years. 

The company, which has
moved beyond legacy rail
projects, is looking to expand
its international footprint
across high-margin seg-
ments at least 2.5x with bids
across West Asia (Turkey
and Middle East), Africa,
Europe (Albania), Asia
(Nepal, the Philippines,
Cambodia) and South Amer-
ica (Peru), MP Singh, Dir-
ector (Operations), RVNL,
told businessline.

The Navratna company,
under the Ministry of Rail-
ways, is expected to end the
year with an order book of
₹1.05 lakh crore, with nearly
56 per cent of the projects
(₹58,000 crore) from bid-
ding and international pro-
jects. The remaining ₹47,000
crore is from legacy railway
ones. 

International projects are
around ₹4,000 crore, which
include ongoing harbour
construction in Maldives —
its first overseas venture bid
in 2023 — is slated for com-
pletion in July 2026 and val-
ued at approximately ₹2,000
crore. RVNL has also bid for
rail connectivity projects

between Abu Dhabi and
Oman. 

“We are bidding for more
international projects across
continents —Asia, Europe,
Africa, South America,
wherever opportunities
come up. These would cut
across sectors like rail pro-
jects including rail line lay-
ing, metro projects, solar
power and transmission
ones and also road. In FY26,
we expect international or-
der book to be around
₹20,000 crore,” Singh said.

DIVERSE SECTORS

International projects have a
9-10 per cent margin, as
against 4 -5 per cent for leg-
acy rail ones. In case of do-
mestic projects where RVNL
has won through bidding, the
margins vary between 3 and
10 per cent.

“And since these (interna-
tional projects) are mostly
funded by multilateral agen-
cies, we are assured of guar-

anteed revenue streams,”
Singh said. 

“If we bid for PPP projects
or venture into new sectors
in India, then maybe a fund
raise can be explored. But
right now we have enough
for our working capital re-
quirements,” he said. 

INTERNATIONAL BIDS

In Peru, RVNL is the front
runner for a ₹20,000 crore
rail line laying project of 280
km with European and Cana-
dian companies also being in
the fray. Discussions are in
the advanced stage for this
G2G venture and finalisation
of the terms of reference are
expected “soon”. 

In Turkey and Albania, rail
projects are being con-
sidered. In Africa, transmis-
sion projects are being con-
sidered across Ethiopia,
Nigeria and Tanzania. In
Rwanda, a transmission pro-
ject is already underway. 

Closer home, in South
Asia, bids are likely to be
placed for road projects in
Pilippines, Cambodia and
Nepal. 

According to Singh, RVNL
is also eyeing entry into
wagon-making and supply
contracts in Uganda. It is
eyeing tie-ups with private
wagon-makers in India to en-
sure supplies to the African
nation. “It would be niche
segment that we are eyeing
an entry into over the next
few months,” he said.

RVNL targets 25% global revenue by
2028, spanning diverse infra projects
Abhishek Law
New Delhi

MP Singh, Director
(Operations), RVNL 

Bank credit growth deceler-
ated in March 2025 to 12 per
cent year-on-year (y-o-y) as
compared to 16.3 per cent in
the year-ago period, with
credit growth in agriculture
and allied activities sector al-
most halving.

Credit growth in services
and personal loans sectors
declined substantially, while
that in the industry sector
was almost flat.

Credit to agriculture and
allied activities registered a
growth of 10.4 per cent y-o-y
(20 per cent, per RBI data.

CREDIT TO NBFCS

Credit to the services sector
increased by 13.4 per cent y-
o-y (20.8 per cent), primarily
due to decelerated growth in
credit to NBFCs. Credit
growth to ‘professional ser-
vices’ and ‘trade’ segments
remained robust.

Credit to personal loans
segment registered a growth
of 14 per cent y-o-y (17.6 per
cent), largely due to decline
in growth in ‘other personal
loans’, ‘vehicle loans’ and
‘credit card outstanding’.

RBI said credit to industry
expanded by 8 per cent y-o-y
– same as in the correspond-
ing period of the previous
year. 

Bank credit
growth
decelerates to
12% in March 

Our Bureau
Mumbai

The Food Safety and Stand-
ards Authority of India (FS-
SAI) on Wednesday said that
it has introduced a digital
utility tool that will enable
consumers to directly report
misleading claims made on
food product labels. 

This move, per FSSAI, is
aligned with its Advertise-
ment and Claims Monitoring
Committee and will
strengthen ground-level
vigilance.

“Consumers can now
lodge complaints regarding
misleading or false claims
displayed on packaged food
items through the Food
Safety Connect mobile ap-
plication or via the Food
Safety Compliance System.
This initiative is part of FS-
SAI’s ongoing e�orts to pro-
mote transparency, protect
consumer rights and
strengthen food safety regu-
lations in the country,” it
said in a statement.

EASY SUBMISSION

The tool facilitates easy sub-
mission of essential details
such as front-of-pack images
highlighting the misleading
claim, the FSSAI licence or
registration number of the
manufacturer, and the e-
commerce URL if the

product is being sold online.
These inputs will support
regulatory authorities in tak-
ing prompt and evidence-
based action against non-
compliant Food Business
Operators (FBOs), it added. 

This consumer-centric
step builds upon FSSAI’s reg-
ulatory framework which
mandates that all claims
made on food products”
must be truthful, unambigu-
ous, meaningful, not mis-
leading and the claim that a
food has certain nutritional
or health attributes shall be
scientifically substantiated.”

“The new reporting mech-
anism strengthens ground-
level vigilance by empower-
ing consumers to act as the
eyes and ears of the food
safety authority,” the food
safety authority stated. 

FSSAI’s digital tool will aid
consumers to report
misleading claims on labels 
Our Bureau
New Delhi

The tool facilitates easy
submission of details such as
front-of-pack images
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